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My design practice as The Décologist engages with crafts-based social enterprises assisting in
developing the capacity of grass-roots producers through adhering to Fair Trade principles. I 
work predominantly with small-scale producer groups in rural or remote regions, where there 
are limited resources and difficulties in connecting to new markets and building sustainable and 
viable business plans. I work together with organisations to develop the capacity of staff, across 
areas such as product, brand and business development, marketing and merchandising, as well 
as assisting with issues that may arise based on the unique circumstances of each organisation.

Since my return to Australia I have focussed my efforts on further research and documentation 
of my experience through completing a Masters of Design Anthropology – Sustainable Design. 
This has allowed me to articulate my design practice, encompassing a more human-centred and 
sustainable approach to craft and capacity development. Part of this has been a shift in focus 
towards design education, exploring ways in which to develop the design capacities of producer 
groups through collaboration and education rather than developing a reliance on external 
design inputs.

ISLA DES GIGANTES WOMEN’S CRAFT PROJECT

The project was established in late 2012 as a means to 
provide supplemental income for women of the Gigantes 
Islands – located approximately one and a half hours by 
boat from Panay Island of the Philippines. Due to the 
remote location and lack of resources there were very 
limited jobs available on the island, with the community 
reliant on shell-fishing and a small local tourism industry. 

The establishment of the Isla des Gigantes Shell-craft 
project aimed to train women in various shell-craft 
techniques utilising the huge piles of waste shells 
found around the island as a result of their shell-fishing 
industry. The project aimed to diversify incomes and 
increase resilience against the seasonal nature of their 
local industries; the Shell-craft project aimed to provide 
much needed job opportunities for the women of
the island, who were limited to the menial task of 
shelling fish.

At the beginning of 2013 I joined the women of the 
project where I was based for two months. Here I
evaluated the project, providing support and 
recommendations for improvement. To develop the
capacity of the women, we worked together to identify 
local materials suitable for use in craft products, 
conducted local market research and craft production 
training, and developed new product designs.

In late 2013, Typhoon Yolanda swept through the region, 
devastating the islands. The craft project lost
the equipment and facilities they had built since its 
establishment, and the families of the island lost
their livelihoods with the typhoon wrecking fleets of 
fishing vessels. In the eighteen months since
Yolanda hit, it has been a long, slow process of recovery 
and regeneration. 

On the one year anniversary I returned to Isla des 
Gigantes to visit the women of the project, with only a 
handful remaining on the island. Many had had to leave 
to find work in Cebu or Manila to help support their
families. The few who remained described how difficult 
it had been for them for the past year. Since then the 
project has been granted funding by the Philippines’ 
Department of Social Welfare and Development to help 
revitalise and re-establish the project.


